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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The present Office Action is responsive to Applicant's Amendment filed February 
13, 2003 (Certificated of Mailing date: February 06, 2003). The Examiner 
acknowledges the amendments to the Specification and Claims 1 and 14-19. Claims 1- 
20 remain pending in the instant amended Application. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-20 have been allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

As to Claims 1 -9, patentability resides in a plurality of connectors mounted on the 
bridge board for electrically connecting the bridge board to a PCI card of a first PCI 
segment and a PCI card of a second PCI segment on a backplane of the PCI chassis, 
in combination with the other limitations of base Claim 1 . 

As to Claims 10-13, patentability resides in a system including at least three PCI 
segments wherein the bridge comprises a second board with connectors for electrically 
connecting the second board to a second and third PCI segment on the PCI chassis 
backplane, in combination with the other limitations of base Claim 10. 

As to Claims 14-18, patentability resides in the base Claim 14 combination of : 
connecting a first PCI segment card and a second PCI segment canj with a first PCI 
bridge board and locating the PCI bridge board along a backplane. 

As to Claims 19-20, patentability resides in the base Claim 19 combination of : 
connecting a pair of adjacent PCI cards of adjacent PCI segments with a PCI bridge 
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board across the groups ofP1 and P2 pins on the backplane of a pair of adjacent PCI 
slots and orienting the PCI bridge board substantially parallel to the PCI chassis. 
^Examiner's Note: In view of Applicant's amendments to the claims, providing the 
Examiner with a better understanding of the Applicant's invention, and the Examiner's 
further review of the prior art of record, the present revised reasons for allowance of 
Claims 19-20 hereby replaces the reasons for allowance of Claims 19-20 given in the 
previous Office Action of November 07, 2002, section 7, p.8]. 
4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John B. Vigushin whose telephone number is 703-308- 
1205. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:00PM Mo-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David L. Talbott can be reached on 703-305-9883. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-7382 
for regular communications and 703-308-7382 for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
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Examiner 
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